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WE ASK YOUR PATIENCE 


These are unpredictable days in more ways than one. Every publisher is faced with the 
serious problems attendant on the uncertainties of importations, not only of manu- 
scripts, but of translations and of sheet stock; frequently also of copyright compli- 
cations attendant on postponed English publication dates, due to curtailment of paper 
supply. The result, so far as our end is concerned, is that books come through slow- 
ly, or with surprising suddenness; that dates are shifted back and forth; that it is 
almost impossible to give as consistent service as ordinarily. But -— just as the pub- 
lishers are doing their best, so we are doing our best, to give you the service prompt- 
ly, and as accurately as possible. 
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MUST BOOKS 


August 26 
Mann, Thomas THE BELOVED RETURNS Knopf 
pi e In a novel of Goethe, Mann is spokesman for that world of which Goethe was 


perhaps the greatest citizen. He restates faith in artist and scholar, the problem 
of the artist in relation to the bourgeois world. He shows Goethe embodying the cos- 
mic principle of the Erotherhood of Man. To this remote plan, he brings a figure from 
the past, Lotte, immortalized in Werther, now at 65 striving to emerge from a world 
bounded by bread and butter. Weimar is the setting for the reunion. Lotte is ac- 
Claimed by the people; there is a near-—tragic episode in her appearance at a dinner 
given by Goethe, wearing a dress copied from the past; she sits alone in Goethe's box 
at the theatre; she meets him in the carriage afterwards, and in farewell he shows 
himself eternally flame to her moth... As a novel, this has "intellectual snob appeal" 
quite surely, but Mann does not intend it as "caviar to the general". Its real sig- 
nificance lies in its presentation of Mann's philosophy as artist rising above the 
burning metamorphosis of a changing world. As 4@ novel, it is an interluce in his ca- 
reer, not an epic. $2. 50 


FOR ENTERTAINMENT PLUS - July 2 


Seymour, Beatrice Kean THE UNQUIET FIELD Macmillan 


"There is always a fight going on somewhere on the field of Liberty”~- 
says one of the characters. Here is historical fiction, a good story against a vast 
background, in the annals of a firm of Liverpool shipholders, involved through the 
century (1720 to 1841) in various world disturbances. There's the long ago Spanish 
War; there's the French Revolution; there's the Napoleonic period; there's the presage 
of our own Civil War. Dissension over slavery is a perpetual source of conflict with- 
in the families of the firm, and the thread of that issue intertwines four generations 
and a cast of thirty — odd characters. Changes in manners, particularly among the | 
women groping for emancipation; successive love stories; Lavinia Sherrard particularly, 
a "new woman" of her period, and Bartley, anti-slaver, whose son and grandson carry on 
his traditions - all this welded into a long story that rerely flags in interest. $2.50 
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TWO DARK HORSES 
September 9 


Warren, Lella FOUNDATION STONE Knopf 


* There is something of Laura Krey's And Tell of Time in this thoroughly 
realistic, unsentimental story of the Old South. Here is no "moonlight and honeysuckle" 
aura, but rather an imtimate picture of the Whetstones, and particularly of Yarbrough 
Whetstone, heir to the grille-trimmed mansion and the worn out acres of a South Caro- 
linian plantation, and of his girl bride, Gerda van Ifort, born and raised in a Dutch 
settlement in the North. It is Yarbrough's restlessness and Gerda's courage that take 
them away from the easy path to the hardships of making new land among alien Indians {- 
in the wilderness of Alabama. It is the story of a great love - of stormy lapses - of 
inheritance following strange paths, in their children and their children's children. By 
It is a lusty book, a book that is not intended for the squeamish or the conservatives. : 
The war plays a comparatively minor part; rather is it the story of the making of a 
land and a people. Gerda has a terrific vitality; her daughter, Lucinda, is cruelly 


set upon her own path, while her mother sees to her husband and her sons. The story 3 
is overlong; at times the glut of characters is confusing; but all in all, the inter- a 
est holds. The picture of "foundation stones" is not a pretty one. $3.00 a 





September 12 


Courlander, Harold THE CABALLERO Farrar & Rinehart 





1 An extraordinary book, essentially 2 man's book, in which the merciless 
rise of a dictator from humbie backgrounds is traced against a complex pattern of tra~- 
dition, race hatred, superstition and intricate politics on a small Caribbean island. 
Rafael Costanza was descended, on the "wrong side of the blanket" from a former Spanish 
governor, who had been liberal with his attentions and left a variety of claimants to 
compete with his legitimate descendants. This is Rafael's story. It is, too, the 
story of San Sebastian, and of a small but strong segment of proud spirited natives, 
holding fiercely to their independence; and of arrogant domination by whites, by cross-— 
breeds, by anyone who could seize and hold, for a moment, the power which gave a sense 
of authority over the mixed population. It is a cruel story; it is not pleasant read- 
ing; but there is something in the rhythm of its telling, in its vigor and drama that 
keeps one reading. And, implicit in the broader pattern, in the human - and inhuman - 
details, is the story of the march of fascism today. Here is its essence, sharply dis- 
tilled. $2. 50 


These for a Picked Market 


A new Sean O'Faolain, COME BACK TO ERIN (Viking), with his best chance for popularity; 
an essentially readable novel by Compton Mackenzie, THE WEST WIND OF LOVE (Dodd, head); 
and another doctor story from Elizabeth Seifert, KILLBILLY DOCTOR (Dodd, Mead). 


PROBLEMATICAL 300KS - Fiction 
July 19 


Creed, Virginia INTRUDE NO MORE Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


Skillfully handled first novel, the story of a daughter of Back Bay Boston 
who ran away from home and became an international success as a dancer. Of the cosmo- 
politan circles in which she moved — and of her return to Boston, with the intention of 
marrying a conventional Bostonian. Then the pay off - and the solving of the mystery 


of her rebellion. Clean cut ciaracterization, pleasant reading, better than average. 
$2.50 
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July 19 


Halland, Lt. Com. Harman E. & FLIGHT SURGEON Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
Rogers, Cameron 


A lively story of Naval Aviation, in which young Dave investigates problems 
of preserving fliers through protective methods, by becoming pilot as well as doctor. 
He rebels against careless examination, and before he gets his wings makes himself his 
own guinea pig to prove his answer to four similar crack-ups. Once an accepted pilot, 
he campaigns for a hospital ship, gets it, and is sent to Panama for the war games. He 
tangles with the Rear-Admiral, resigns as a pilot and is sent doctoring. When his best 
friend crashes, Dave is hell bent to save him, and does, operating in the new plane. 
Both Bo and Dave get full measure of reward. Rattles right along, with plenty of de- 
tails about the navy, aviation, higher-—ups and youngsters, drinking, medical problems 
in aviation, -— your money's worth of information in an easy dose, flavored with romance. 

$2.00 


July 29 
Johnson, Pamela Hansford TOO DEAR FOR MY POSSESSING Carrick & Evans 


Not a world shaker, but unfailingly pleasant and interesting reading (of 
which there is not enough these days), with several decisive pieces of characteriza- 
tion, and a nice prose style. Miss Johnson's last book was in the "men-of-—good-will" 
vein, a story of irresolutes in a troubled world. This book swings to the personal, 
as a man reviews his life from boyhood to middle years. Not a book for wide sales, 
but for the thoughtful reader. Claud spends his adolescent years in Bruges with a 
writer father and his blowsy mistress. He meets and loves Cecile Archer, but marries 
pretty, placid Meg — and then meets Cecile again, in Paris. They decide to wait for 


his freedom ~ and that freedom comes too late. $2. 50 
August 6 
"Ringuet" THIRTY ACRES Macmillan 


To those who know, and like, the French parts of the province of Quebec, 
this story of the Laurentians may have some appeal. But most readers will find it so 
slow moving and unmotivated a story, that its quaintness and charm will be negligible 
factors. One builds a certain amount of interest in Euchariste Moisan; one feels sym-— 
pathy for him in his old - and unwanted - age, though one sees the pattern of his own 


life repeating itself in the pattern of his son's life. Limited appeal. $2.50 
26 
August & 
O'Faolain, Sean (John Whelan) COME BACK TO ERIN Viking 
* I suppose Sean O'Faolain's market is inevitably e limited one, although 


this novel, his first in several years, has greater external incident than previous 
ones. He represents those qualities of Irish literature at its best, realism alternat— 
ing with mysticism, the ever present spiritual undercurrent, and the crude but rich 
prose style. The theme of the book is exile, the strong, ineradicable feeling for 
Ireland which is in every Irishman, a subtle, personal sense of the country. Two broth- 
ers are the main characters, -— St. John, wno goes to America, makes money, disintegrates, 
taking refuge from his sense of exile in liquor; Frankie, eternel rebel, hounded by the 
police, seeking refuge with St. John in America. An elusive book, perceptive, with 
sustainedly beautiful writing. (O'Faolain is now an American citizen, hence the John / 
Whelan). $2.50 / 
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August 9 


Greig, Maysie A FORTUNE IN ROMANCE Doubleday, Doran 





Judy, sweet homegrown little product of a Canadian backwoods lumber camp : 
goes to England on inheriting a thousand pounds, and stays with her glamorous society F 
cousin, Cicely. She finds that all that g}itters is not gold, and her legacy evapo- 
rates at the hands of Cicely and her fiance. She is left stranded - but is rescued 
by the boy who had loved her back home, and proves to be heir to an English title. 


All very Maysie Greigsie. Rental tripe. $2.00 


August 16 
Roberts, Marta TUMBLEWEEDS Putnam 


A sympathetic case history of people lacking contact with the world in 
which they live, Concha and Pedro, minus English and caught in a jobless period with ! 
six children and a seventh on the way. Pedro is drained of ambition, pride and kind- i 
liness, and all Concha's efforts to keep the family together and safe only widen the 
break between her and her husband. A last drunken insult to her love and she runs 
away to Los Angeles with the children, gets a job as night charwoman. Her oldest son 
has a bad accident, her religion bolsters her decision to return for Pedro, and with 
recompense for the accident, they all head for Mexico again. Another side of Cal- 
ifornia's immigrant story, emotional and tender in treatment. $2. 50 





Calder-Marshall, Arthur THE WAY TO SANTIAGO Reynal & Hitchcock 


A fast-driven, maturely manipulated, political thriller plus. The plus 
is (a) the setting, the current chaos that is Mexico today, with a leftist government 
challenged by capitalistic oil interests, by Nazi inroads, by conflicts of violence, 
illiteracy, race and creeds at odds; (b) plus also is the more rounded portraiture 
than one expects, intelligently differentiated fools and scoundrels. kurope is at 
war — a Fascist coup is imminent as arms are exchanged for Mexican oil. A wolf in 
sheep's clothing in the person of a fanatic follower of Hitler, posing as a foreign 
correspondent, heads the organization, and it takes another foreign correspondent, an 
American, to ferret out the facts. There's a tense, murderous trip through the jun- 
gles to the oil base, but Lamson comes through. Intelligently done, fast, adept, con- 
vincingly grounded in Mexico of today. Good reading, though some will think it tough. 


$2.50 

August 20 
Roothaert, A. DUTCH VET Macmillan 
* ‘ This book calls to mind the qualities of Franz Hals:- quiet strenth, ro- 


bust laughter (touching on the bawdy but never on the crude) and 2 hearty sense of 
well-being, derived from its closeness to solid fundamentals. It is very different 
from the average novel of the soil; there is nothing epic nor noble; it is as un- 
assuming as its central character, Dr. Vlimmen, the Dutch veterinary in the peasant 
country of Brabant. Viimmen is shy, awkward, reserved, in social gatherings; sure 
and skilled and conscientious in his profession. He has not had an easy row to Nhce. 
He had married a psychopathic girl who attempted suicide on their honeymoon. The 
Catholic community would not sanction divorce, and balked at attempts at annulment. 
One follows Vlimmen on his rounds (squeamish beware!); at work and at home he is a 
Sympathetic figure, honorable, unpretentious, blunt, with moments of lusty indulgence. 
Good tale. $2.50 
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August 23 
@ gchard, Margaret “A MAN WITHOUT FRIENDS Doubleday, Doran 


Concerning the aftermath of a murder trial - first sell as a novel, then 
pick up some plus sale with your mystery fans, though the sex angle may eliminate some 
of them. Trevelyan is convicted, tried again and acquitted through a hung jury - and 
faces doubt of his innocence which drives him into black depression. Shelley marries 
him, in spite of her own lack of conviction, and together they ferret out the truth 
and win his exoneration. The setting is Texas and New Mexico ~ and there is something 
in the story that has the "feel" of Rebecca, as the death of a previous wife inter- 
venes between a man and his second wife, and the picture of that wife is built up bit 


by bit. $2.00 


Lutes, Della T. GABRIEL'S SEARCH Little, Brown 


A regional novel, Michigan in the days of the homesteaders, with the whole 
community characters in the story. The plot, such as it is, centers around Gabriel 
Reed and his determination to win the right to live his own life, a right he main- 
tains although he loses his school because he teaches the children to question, he is 
ostracized socially because he wont join the church, he loses his girl - for a time - 
becuase he is suspected of an affair with some cheap caravaners. In spite of doubts, 
he wins his place, sets up his own homestead, and gets the girl he loves. Good pic- 
ture of frontier life, with an intimate and sympathetic understanding of the way of 
life. But it is not, basically, a good novel; the story limps, the characters are 
unreal, $2.50 


@ Carter, Reginald HE AND HIS Reynal & Hitchcock 


For leisurely reading in an appreciative mood, and for those who would 
like to recapture today the quality of Jane Austin, in turn of phrase, keeness of por- 
traiture, piquancy. And yet the situation smacks of the present, and the turn of the 
plot depends on the legitimacy or the illegitimacy of Harry's birth, when he falls in 


love with the daughter of his father's closest friend, the archdeacon. $2. 50 
September 4 / 
Wilhelm, Gale BRING HOME THE BRIDE Morrow 


Gale Wilhelm has discarded the homosexual aura of previous novels, buthas 
substituted nothing more constructive in its place. She is still provocative, one 
feels that writing such as hers should lead somewhere, but once more her story islittle 
more than an emotional interlude. This time she is erring on the side of flamboyance; 
she is very modern, very impassioned - but in the last analysis, flimsy and unsubstant~— 
ial. It is the story of 2 woman who falls in love with a youth, ten years her junior, 
son of a former lover - and who bridges her past by the strength of her love. The fa— 
ther intervenes - and Fate puts a finis to the romance. $2.00 


September 6 


Ayres, Ruby M. WALLFLOWER Doubleday, Doran 
@ Garden variety Ruby Ayres. The story of an old love returned, just as 
new love enters the life of Susan, thirty odd. Pity for the first man, now going blind, 
bids fair to wreck the bark of romance a second time, but love wins out. $2.00 
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September 6 


Hutchens, Jane JOHN BROWN'S COUSIN Doubleday, Doran 


The story of a conscientious objector in the War between the States. A 
cousin of John Brown goes to Canada to avoid the draft, and returns - after experiences 
with Indians as a trapper, to find himself an object of contempt. Only the girl he 
loves understands him, though the taunts of "yellow belly" hound him through the years. 
Not on a large enough scale to compete with the other Civil War novels; somewhat epi- 
sodic in character and handling, with the plot cluttered by some forty odd members of 


, family. Pair entertainment, but unexceptional. $2.50 
September 9 


Vercel, Roger TROUBLED WATERS Random House 


Vercel returns to his first love, the sea. Lena was straight adventure; 
The Tides of Mont St. Michel was straight atmosphere; Salvage, his first big book, 
was - and still is ~ his best, a Goncourt Prize winner, in the Conrad manner. This 
new novel takes five months' voyage in a deep sea fishing trawler, off Iceland. There's 
great detail of life abroad, and a slight personal story of e captain who worships 
his wife, and of the 18-year old son, who knows his mother is unfaithful. When she 
is accidentally killed, the Captain chooses death with his ship rather than life - 
and the son takes the hard way of wrecking his mother's memory in order to save his 
father. The market? Definitely those who would "go down to the sea again". Limited. 


$2.50 

September 10 
Mackenzie, Compton THE WEST WIND OF LOVE Dodd, Mead 
* The third volume in the tetralogy, and a much better book than its 1937 


predecessor, The South Wind of Love. John Ogilvie, at the close of the war, meets 
Athens Langridge once again, and his affection deepens into great love. Mackenzie 
etches in a background of the rapidly changing world from 1917 on, and blends in sub- 
Sidiary themes with expert ease. Intellectually, one travels from the bureaucracy of 
the war to the rebel fight for freedom, to communism, to the Italy of artist-eccen- 
trics in retreat. Mackenzie is inclined to discourse at length, to lose his story 
thread, but none the less, this is a very readable book, observant, colorful, with a 
zest for life. Not too dependent on the early volumes for general interest. $2.75 


Seifert, Elizabeth HILLBILLY DOCTCR Dodd, Mead 


The author of Young Doctor Galahad tells the story of a doctor's problems 
in the Ozarks, where his arrogant ignorance of ways and customs wins him enemies and 
trouble. A smallpox epidemic brings into the picture a nurse whom he loves —- and who 
hesitates not at all in giving him some salty advice. He is emotionally involved - 
but extricates himself, and sticks to his mountains, his real love and the cause of 
public health. These Seifert novels - all three - might qualify as a popular medical 
series, each presenting a new background, new challenges, plus heart interest, a pop—- 


ular formula, which Miss Seifert handles expertly. Good of its sort. $2.50 
/ 
September ?? 


Jemes, Will HORSES I HAVE KNOWN Scribner 


True stories of bucking broncs, ornery 'orses, fakers and good ones, told 
in the vernacular, by a man who knows his horses and knows his west. There are some 
original yarns in the group - and those who like James will go for this solidly. 
Should find a plus sale with boys and girls. $2. 50°? 
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MYSTERIES, WESTERNS AND THRILLERS 
July 15 
Coolidge, Dane BLOODY HEAD Dutton 


Semi-historical Western of empire builders with no regard for law and ord— 
er, who in their private feuds employed every means to win. Cattle, Indians, buffalo, 
bad men, romance — correct recipe, marred by careless style and writing. $2.00 


July 18 


Morland, Nigel MURDER IN WARDOUR STREET: A Mrs. Pym Mystery Farrar & 
Rinehart 


The paragon of Scotland Yard is again the storm center of a case involv- 
ing four deaths, a vanished financier, attacks on her life, battles with her superiors, 
and an off-color financial deal. She enthusiastically scrimmages her way to a solu- 
tion that satisfies all her instincts. Active entertainment. $2.00 


July 23 
Cole, G.D.H. & Margaret THE MURDER AT THE MUNITION WORKS Macmillan 


Superintendent Wilson, Scotland Yard, painstakingly at work in the inves-— 
tigation of the murder of the wife of the manager of a munition works, hard—pushed by 
wartime orders. Labor troubles, mysterious accidents, local scandals, time schedules, 
works policies cause suspicion to swerve from first suspects to actual killer. Fair 
play for the most exacting armchair detective. $2.00 


August 12 we 
Benjamin, Edla MURDER WITHOUT MAKE-UP Random House 


Liberal hunks of glitter to brighten a thinnish yarn of murder before a 
New York first night. A socialite turned actress gets the urge to sleuth and leads 
N.Y. police to the right answer for the death of the assistant stage manager, in which 
star, cast and crew are involved. Light dialog - glamor sophistication ~ glib.$2.00 _“ 


August 16 
Scherf, Margaret THE CORPSE GROWS A BEARD Putnam 


* Murder and body~snatching generously dished out in an engaging blend. 
James Sewell disappears to prevent a second attempt on his life; he comes back with a 
baby, a disguise and a young nurse; hand in hand with the local G.P. in a small New 
Jersey town decides to figure it out. Three down and two to go - confusing and amus- 


ing by-play, neatly packaged. $2.00 
August 19 


Thayer, Lee GUILTY Dodd, Mead 


Another Clancy and Wiggars yarn — and not up to par. There's little ac— 
tion, little deduction in the story of the murder of the wife of a ventriloquist - 


and of the long-pent up jealousy and hatred of the midget who once played with him. 
$2.00 
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August 21 —~ 


Mann, E. Be TROUBLED RANGE Morrow a 
. Reliable Western in best tradition. A wealtiy young rancher, also the 4 
sheriff, takes upon himself the protection of en eastern girl who is losing her cattle 1 
to rustlers. Proving actual guilt and locating ways and means land the young rancher j 
in danger, but his crusade (plus his wooing) are successful. $2.00 & 7 

August 23 1 
Chambers, Whitman DRY TORTUGAS Doubleday, Doran ; 


Close follow-up to 8right Star of Danger in a superior thriller, - rough, 
tough adventure of a reporter who stumbles into a hazardous hotbed off Miami. It 
starts off with a murddr, involving a millionairess and her husband, the Bund, a Mex- 
ican low-life and his gangsters, and a girl under the alias of a nightclub entertain- 


er. Kidnapping, wholesale carnage, ermament machinations - set off Dry Tortugas. 
$2.00 


Knevels, Gertrude DEATH ON THE CLOCK Doubleday, Doran 


Nurse-sleuth yarn of deadly doings in a model community near Flemington, 
New Jersey. Recipients of a dominating old lady's bounty are hag-ridden with scan- 
dals; fear and hatred are rampant; four deaths, possible "mercy killings," are laid at 
an innocent man's door. Nurse Lobbett turns up a false solution, and private dick 
Handy strikes the right one. Plenty of incident against somewhat complicated and con- 


fusing background. $2.00 ( 


Short, Luke WAR ON THE CIMARRON Doubleday, Doran 


Christian, foreman and crew, arrive with their cattle to settle new grass- 
lands in Cheyenne-Arapaho reservation. They find Christian's partner, who had pre- 
ceeded them, killed. Christian is warned to get out, but stays to bring vengeance 
against the Reservation Cattle Company, and peace to the grasslands. Good euough 

$2.00 


Séptemoer 4 UY 


Anderson, W. W. KILL ONE, KILL TWO Morrow 


Good average mental teaser, in the story of the disappearance of a utili- 
ties magnate in the Blue Ridge mountains. The local police, a lawyer, a secretary and 
an Indian gardenerare not satisfied with the explanation, and proceed on their own to 
investigate. The killing of a guest further complicates things. How, when, why genre. 


$2.00 
September 6 
Knight, Kathleen Moore RENDEZVOUS WITH THE PAST Doubleday, Doran 
* An heiress has been duped by a poisonous mother and a vicious step-father, 


and her links with those she loves have been snapped. Then a series of deaths in- 
volve her, and the father, the ex-husband and a woman partner of her father's get in- 
to their stride to untangle the problems. Good going, in the Rinehart manner. $2. OO 


Rath, Virginia DEATH OF A LUCKY LADY Doubleday, Doran 


Time passer — average. Dress designer Michael Dundas again following his 
avocation of amateur sleuthing in a two-deader case hinging on early California coin- 
age, involving femily troubles and a woman who over-tried her luck, $2.00 
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a September 9 
mh Disney, Dorothy Cameron THE BALCONY Random House 


Not a book for those who demand their details neatly welded, their clues 
strictly followed through, but a mystery—romance of the Rinehart school,with the story 
better than the mystery. The Hieronomo family clan had gathered to celebrate their 
emergence from slavery to the ancestral seat —~ to peer again into the strange deaths 
of Great Aunt Patience and the old grandfather, to wonder what happened to the fortune, 
to discuss the feud with the neighbors. Story told by young Anne. So-so. $2.00 


September 10 


Christie, Agatha SAD CYPRESS - Dodd, Mead 


* Straightforward unravelling of two murders and a plot against an innocent 
a victim. All evidence and proof seems to point to her as the murderer of a girl who 

4 had alienated the affections of Elinor's fiance. Even Hercule Poirot is stymied - for 
4 a time - and then wins through to a verdict of "Not guilty". Good tight job. $2.00 


.September 11 
Bower, B. Me THE SPIRIT OF THE RANGE Little, Brown 
No blood and thunder, rustlers norgunplay in this non-standard Western. 
An enjoyable quiet story of the happy-go-lucky crew of the Flying U and the minor ad- 
ventures of Weary Davidson. Plenty of roundup work, cattle branding, idle chatter in 


{ the bunkhouse and at mealtime. A pleasant tale of ranching patterns. $2.00 


REPRINTS - LATE ARRIVALS AND FUTURES 


Pocket Books for June include Pocket Books for July tnclude 

Austen, Jane PRIDE AND PREJUDICE Bagnold, Enid NATIONAL VELVET 
Chesterton, G.Ke THE SCANDAL OF FATHER BROWN Buchan, John 39 STEPS 

Marquand, J.P. THINK FAST, MR. MOTO Eberhart, Mignon WHILE THE PATIENT SLEPT 


Ollivant, Alfred BOB, SON OF BATTLE 
THE POCKET BOOK OF VERSE: vreat English and American Poems, edited by mM. Edmund Speare 


249 poems by 77 authors, from the Bible and Chaucer to Stevenson, Wilde, 
Francis Thompson, Housman:, Yeats, de la Mare - and on this side of the Atlantic, Vachel 
Lindsay, Sandburg, Flinor Wylie and Stephen Benet. A good collection. 


Pocket Books for August include 










MacDonald, Philip THE MYSTERY OF THE DEAD POLICE 







THE FRENCH POWDER MYSTERY 





Queen, Ellery 









O'Henry THE FOUR MILLION 





Spryri, Johanna HEIDI 





Non-fiction 


NON-FICTION 


MUST BOOKS 







_September3 OG — / 


Armstrong, Margaret TRELAWNY: A Man's Life Macmillan 















* (Originally announced for Spring publication, this was reviewed on page 
112 of the March ist issue. Now postponed to September as selection for B.0O. M). The 
success of Fanny Kemble, Passionate Victortan —~ added to the book club choice, gets 
this off to a good start. And Trelawny was as dramatic and colorful and glamorous a 
figure in his way as she was in hers. He fits into the "romantic rebel" group, along 
with Byron and Shelley, whose commentator he was. He started life as a younger son of 
unpleasant parents, he was in hot water continually, and was finally sent to sea for 
discipline; he ran away and joined up with privateers, he married an Arab and was in- 
directly the cause of her tragic death; he was married again and divorced, and played 
fast and loose with the ladies. He traveled on the Continent and in America, where he 
crossed Fanny Kemble's path (and would gladly have made it permanent). He came back 
to England and was in the thick of the Pre-Raphaelite coterie. He was a fascinating 
adventurer, with a gift for literature and trouble. Good reading. $3.00 








































DARK LURSt-Seprember-s6 /! pair 
de Poncins, Gontran XABLOONA Reynal & Hitchcock 


* A fascinating book, with something of the quality of Wind, Sand and Stars. 
Where that develops a personal philosophy - Xabloona interprets a racial philosophy, 
that of the Eskimo. There is nothing of the metaphysician in Gontran de Poncins, or 
ia@tke as he was known to his Eskimo friends. But he has a rare sense of people, a 
deep appreciation of fundamental values, an ability to adapt himself to impossible 
hardships and inconveniences — and to miss them when he returned to civilization. This 
is the record of his months in the Arctic, living with Eskimos, learning to understand 
their way of thought, feeling and life. In all honesty, he acknowledges that - while 
his nature went out to them, to their communal existence, that he was none the less a 
white man, who found riches within himself. Grand reading. "Conservatives, keep off 
the grass{" $3.00 


PROBLENATICAL BOOKS 





July 15 
Corbin, John TWO FRONTIERS OF FREEDOM Scribner 


The Founding Fathers based our democracy on individual liberty and col- 
lective control. The author shows how these forces struggled to establish and main- 
tain themselves, against antagonistic elements before the Constitution was accepted. 
Down through our history the struggle has continued; the Industrial Revolution and 
collectivity have carried the struggle still further. He shows the why of failure 
of the League of Nations, the blindness of isolationism, and pleads for some sort of 
world union in the future to bring a lasting peace. Somehow, as a plan for the fu- 
ture it does not catch the imagination in these days, but as a constructive factor 
in better understanding of the past, it serves a real purpose and is exceedingly well 
done. $3.50 








July 1, 1940 Non-fiction - 291 


Mid July 
Pickwell, Gayle ANIMALS IN ACTION Whittlesey 


Another of the outdoor study books (cf. Birds, Deserts), but not a book for 
the random reader of animal stories, but limited largely to the real student of nature, 
to schools and colleges. In its field, very good - and the 68 illustrations are fine 
examples of animal photography. Animals are shown at home, as parents, growing up, re- 
producing, getting food, protection, air, animals in motion and at rest. For the most 
part the animals discussed are the lower forms, since they illustrate the greatest 
variety, but the book is @ comprehensive one, dealing with insects, sea life, on up to 
the complex mammalian forms, reflecting in their ways the human modus operandi. $4.00 


July 18 
Stewart, Donald Ogden FIGHTING WORDS Harcourt, Brace 


(This was reported on March 15th - then postponed. The report follows. ) 
Through merging various speeches made at the American Writers' Congress last summer, 
Stewart has formed a book on the various problems of the writer today, creative and 
distributive. Outstanding among the people contributing are Dorothy Parker, Millen 
Brand, Dashiel Hammett, Vincent Sheean, di Donato, Kaltenborn, Sylvia Townsend Warner, 
etc. The representation is largely a socially conscious one - the general point of 
view that art is the product of the people, and should be directed to the people. Sub- 
stance, technique, the role of the Negro in literature, the role of the writer on the 
air and on the screen, the need for organization to protect the rights of the author, 
these are some of the problems voiced and discussed. There's interesting material 
here — but it is not very profound. $1.50 


July 26 
Addlepate, Erasmus G. HOW TO READ TWO BOOKS Stokes 
Spoof on How to Read a Book which considers the questions of thinking; 
reading in bed; bachelor reading; meaning of titles; authors, how they work and live; 


how manuscripts are marketed and what happens to them; how to buy a book; great books; 
other means of reading. Airy chaffing of culture quests, facetious rather than howl- 


ingly funny. Plus sale item for gifts, etc. $1.00 
Strasser, Otto HITLER AND I (Coming dety-90+ Houghton, Mifflin ¥» 
Reed, Douglas NEMESIS? (published ) Houghton, Mifflin 


These two books, one the autobiography of Otto Strasser, one a biography, 
cover almost identical material, with slight discrepancies in the reporting. Both 
were written some time ago, and are predicated on the assumption that Hitler's dog days 
are over, that he is through politically, that the world is not in arms, and that an 
overthrow is imminent, with Strasser the candidate for leadership of the Fourth Reich. 
Both books contain a good deal of material about Nazi intrigue and politics not reveal- 
ed to date. Strasser and his brother evolved the outline and programme for a new type 
of government, after the world war, - National Socialism. Strasser's emphasis is on 
"Socialism" -— Hitler's on "Nationalism", hence the root of the discord. In 1925, 
Strasser joined the party, though from the start he hated Hitler. In 1930 the Strassers 
split with Hitler, Gregor to be killed in jail, Otto to live to form the underground 
movement, the Black Front, which he still hopes will overthrow Hitler. Years of pur- 
suit by the Gestapo, in Vienna, in Prague, eventually in Paris ~ such is the substance 
of the external action of each book. Both Reed and Strasser outline a programme for a 








a 
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new regime after the overthrow; both retain the anti-semitic elements. It all seems 
very theoretical. As to the relative merits of each: ~- Reed is a fast paced, flamboy- 
ant reporter and the better writer of the two; Etrasser is more personal, there is more 
intimate first hand data about the Nazi bigwigs, all of whom he knew well. Hitler he 
sees as "incarnation of the principle of destruction", an hysterical, unstable pervert, 
at all times opposed to intellectual or rational processes. Both contain much of in- 
terest in regard to Nazi machinations, but already they seem dated, so fast does his- 


tory move. There is a big element of uncertainty in the market of such books today. 
Each $2.75 


July 30 


Hager, Alice Rogers WINGS OVER THE AMERICAS Macmillan 


A sort of logbook, by one of the aviation pioneer passengers, a news-— 
paper woman, who took a trip through Central and South America by Pan-American. Her 
route went from Florida to Mexico, down the West Coast, crossing the Andes towards 
the East and onup to the West Indies and home. She writesof the countries serviced 
by Pan-American, the way it operates under varying conditions and regulations, the 
personnel, the plans for expansion. The outlook for aviation of commercial and gov- 
ernment lines; types of passengers, freight, airports, food, schedules, pilots, de- 
tails of handling the lines and the ships, - pioneering in commercial aviation. [n- 
cludes also Transatlantic and Alaskan trips. A coherent picture of stream-lined trav- 
el, with comprehensive background of achievements to date, and a running commentary on 
the part of the U.S. in South America's future. A special in the field of travel books. 
Photographs. $2.50 


Three Books on Youth Today 


McGill, Nettie Pauline & THE YOUTH OF NEW YORK CITY (July 30) Macmillan 
Matthews, Elleb Natalie 


The Research Bureau of the Welfare Council and the WPA made a joint sur- 
vey of problems of education, employment and leisure activities of the million young 
men and women of NYC. Though done in 19385, the findings are basically constructive, 
both in their revelation of all that is done along these lines — and all that should 
be done to meet the emergency - and the agencies at work. Important reference. $4.00 


Gould, Leslie AMERICAN YOUTH TODAY (Published ) Random House 


The Dies Committee gave the American Youth Congress a clean bill of 
health -~- but in spite of this, journalism has not let down on them, accusing them of 
all sorts of subversive activities, ete. Here is the answer to the charges, here is 
an analysis of what they are, what they stand for, the job problem in relation to 
AYC, education, health, leisure, race, citizenship, the family ~ and the agencies formed 
to aid youth and joined together to make this vast youth movement. It is a challenge. 
It is an indictment of our ignorance. Biased yes—but vitally important tous all.$2.00 


Colby, Merle HANDBOOK FOR YOUTH (Published) Duell, Sloan & Pearce 


This might be called "America's Contribution to Youth" -— for it is pri- 
marily a book outlining, in handbook form, the many facets of government activity in 
the service of youth. There is first an analysis of new fields of work, and new de- 
velopments in old fields, and each department is studied from the angle of qualifica- 
tion, training, jobs available and futures. The bulk of the book deals with the gov- 
ernment (federal and state) set-up on placement, security, guidance, education, health, 
recreation, housing, etc. An excellent bibliography for study, and a directory of 
agencies. $2.50 
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Announcing for late July 






Sherwood, Robert E. THERE SHALL BE NO NIGHT Scribner 






In book form, the play that has brought the war closer home to Broadway 
than radio or headlines, the play in which the Lunts do, perhaps, the finest work of 
an extraordinary career. The impact of the play is tremendous; it should carry over 
into the text. $2.00 








August 5 






Harris, Herbert LABOR'S CIVIL WAR Knopf 







* This is too important a problem in our national life to be relegated to 
the market concerned only in labor problems as such. Herbert Harris, author of an ex~ 
cellent history of American Labor, here goes further, into the study of the struggle 
which, he says, bids fair to nullify much of what labor has gained. Without fear of 
prejudice, he views both sides, -~ A F of L and C I 0 He cites facts and figures, 
criticizes both sides, and praises where praise is due. He sees the immediate need of 
@ united front in order to meet the emergency which is upon us, else labor will dig 
its own grave. While paying tribute to both leaders, he criticizes them bitterly for 
their failure to submerge personalities in the cause. He presents the set-up in 
xenosha, Wisconsin, as a model of a united front, and suggests compromise measure to 
attain it. A provocative and constructive book, for labor and capital to study. $2.50 


























August #— @ | 
© Benchley, Belle MY LIFE IN A MAN-MADE JUNGLE Little, Brown 


* This is a honey - I loved it. Tops for the Ditmars market, without the 
scientific slant. Story of the San Diego Zoo, told by the woman who runs it, and 
chockful of first rate anecdotes about animals, about the machinery of running azo, 
getting the animals, planning the buildings, care of the animals, ete. Stories of 

the people who come to the zoo, of what they might learn and don't. Zoo construction. 
Zoo hospital. The friendly gorillas. Background material on building up a new zoo. 
It is very entertaining; people who like animal stories will like it; people who like 
odd bits of human interest will like it. Good sale for the Coast. Plus sale - juven- 
ile. $3.00 





August 9 
Bradley, Hugh SUCH WAS SARATOGA Doubleday, Doran 


A history of America's most famous resort, told with a feeling for the 
outstanding and colorful people who contributed to its fame. From its origins, to the 
first settlers who took advantage of the natural springs as a tourist attraction, to 
its heyday at the turn of the century and its decline, this is a thorough going story 
of a "town that used to be in a land that never was". Gambling and racing contribu- 
ted more than their share to its fame; society, politics, wealth and beauty were con- 
stant attractions. Fires impeded its progress. Reform interfered with its fortunes. 
But racing still holds sway, even after Kurope took away many of its satellites. A 
nostalgic appeal to an older generation and a specialized section of Americans. $3.00 
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August 16 { ( 


Kaufmann, Helen L.- YOU CAN ENJOY MUSIC Reynal & Hitchcock 
A how-to-do book with descriptions and explanations of what makes music, 
typesof music, composers, instruments, glossary of terms, etc. Pitch, dynamics, rhythm, 
melody, harmony and counterpoint, form. Voice, pianoforte, symphony, opera, ballet, 
home music. How to know composers, foreign and American, stories about compositions, 
radio and victrola. The book is designed for the layman's better understanding of mus- 
ic, in non-technical language, wide in its choice of illustrations, classic and modern, 
with suggestions of various angles from which music can be enjoyed. Should think this 


would be helpful for teachers, as well as audience. $2.00 
August 19 

Fiske, Mel; Ross, Helen and Lillian E,. Modern Age 

Wershba, Joe and Whitman, George THE "ARGONAUTS" 


Financed by the Newspaper Guild and their publishers, this group of young 
liberals set out to "see America first" - to find out how young people everywhere are 
thinking - before settling down to journalism, their chosen work. Not a propaganda 
job, but liberally salted with the intolerance of youth, with sympathy for the under- 
dog, with convictions that in union there is strength, and determination to back every 
project that will help give American youth a chance. 15,000 miles in 92 days on $859.40- 





personal experience -— interviews -— growing enthusiasm for non-profit works projects. 
| } $2.75 
ef2/ 4 
Sf» . 
Brenner, Anita YOUR MEXICAN HoLIpay @eeq-=t, SHEE 3 putnam 
1940 revision of an established and reliable guidebook, with complete new 
maps for motoring. Guidebook keyed to average intelligent.traveler. $257 
a: 
. August 27 
Higgins, F.R. THE GAP OF BRIGHTNESS Macmillan ¥ 


Lyrics, unmistakably Irish in feeling andlanguage, and revealing a varied 
talent. The poems range from the vigorous ballad to the tenuous lullaby, but in each 
genre there is inventive fancy, marked individuality of thought and expression. Cat- 
alogue labels Higgins as "latest of Yeats' school of younger men". A few of the poems 
are in the Yeats' manner, soft, mystical, but on the whole they are more robust.$2.00 


September 3 


Frazer, Sir James G. THE GOLDEN BOUGH Macmillan 


The reduction in price of this great classic to the demands of popular 
taste is news. Now available in the Imperial edition at $1.49 


September 5 


Bolles, Joshua kK. FATHER WAS AN EDITOR Norton 
* This is our choice as between Country Editor and this book, but the other 
is on the market first, so this may miss the initial impetus. (See page 244,) Then q 


in October Small Town Editor by Victor Holmes, is due. We've not seen galleys on that. 
The New Milford Gazette supplied the source material, in the years at the turn of the 
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century, years when the editor was the paper, and vice versa, "Father" is a lovable 
gentleman, determined, choleric, kindly, as strongly individualistic as the rights he 
upheld, and as "American as apple pie". This is not only the story of Father, but of 
the town; local elections, concerts, doings; T.R.'s visit to town; gossip, local cri- 
ses. There are nice family daguerreotypesin print. Quaint, pleasantly nostalgic, with 
just the quality one wants in the subject, which the other book lacked. $2. 50 


September 6 
Shanks, Edward RUDYARD KIPLING Doubleday, Doran 


This is for the Kipling loyalists - is it perhaps a turning back to another, 
safer day? Shanks presents this enthusiastic appraisal of Kipling as an artist and a 
thinker. He attempts to vindicate him before his critics, showing wherein his artis- 
try lay, what were his political ideals. Against a thread of chronological narrative, 
from his school days to his early journalistic experience in India, Shanks alternates 
discussion of his work and his theories, as prophet of empire, living in an era of col- 
onial wars and imperialism which treated war as a game. His last years were mellower, 
there was less aggressive verse, there was more of the spiritual element in his prose. 
Not a book that will make new converts, but a book that will reenforce the old enthus- 
iasts. Public library, schools and colleges. $2.50 


2 } 
Pe 


Rit Raa 
Anonymous Cerda mitered EB Prentice Hall 


A record of torture, terror and suffering under Hitler, emotional but 
justifiably so. A personal record of life and death under Fascist terrorism, written 
by a woman of the people. Simple people they were; the husband, a toolmaker of Ber- 
lin, the wife, a bookkeeper, and their child. She describes the post war years of 
famine, unemployment; then Hitler's advent. Hans, the husband, a pacifist, fell under 
suspicion and was sent to a concentrafion camp, and one gets an inside picture of prim- 
itive bestiality. And one traces the struggle of wife and child for survival. Finally, 
with the help of Quakers, they escaped to America. A moving story, which should be 
read by more people than are apt to be willing to accept the gruelling record. $2.50 — 


Seyd, Felizia ROMANTIC REBEL Ft Viking 
The Life and Times of George Sand 


George Sand is probably more biographized than read today. As a person 
ality this generous hearted, vigorous woman exerts a strong attraction. This is a 
fine biography, avoiding the sensationalism her life so often provokes, indicating 
understanding, with full appraisal of the social and literary movements against which 
her life and work is set. An early marriage - her search for greater emotional and 
intellectual satisfaction through de Musset. Then the second period in her life, when 
she sponsored and furthered the socialistic trends of the day, leading up to the Rev- 
olution of 1848, with Liszt, and Chopin among her intimates. Finally, the third per- 
iod of gradual retirement. The picture of a forceful, many-faceted figure. An intel- 
lectual market. $3.00 


September 10 
Fisk, Ethel F, ~ Collected by THE LETTERS OF JOHN FISKE Macmillan 


This is more than simply "the letters of John Fiske", for through them 
you get a warmly human picture of the man himself. It is not as definitive, perhaps, 








July 1, 1940 Non-fiction « 266 = 


as The Life and Letters by J.S. Clark, published in 1917, but better reading. The col- 

lection includes letters from 1852 to 1901, the year of his death, family correspondence, 
chronicling his school days, his teaching, writing and lecturing. One gets the picture 

of his courtship; one follows his phenomenal record of reading and study, his early en- 

thusiasms, prejudices, snobbery, his absorbed delight in the things he reads, his pleas- 
A panel of literary lights of his day, - Spencer, Huxley, 

He turned from law to 





ure in his human contacts. 
Howells, Lowell, Holmes, Tennyson, George Eliot, Darwin, etc. 
letters and became an important figure in his intellectual world and a popular lectur- 


er. His New England background should create local appeal; but his portrayal of the 


mental and physical life of the period will interest many others. [1ll'd. $7.50 
September 11 
Giles, Dorothy SINGING VALLEYS The Story of Corn Random House 


A montage shot of America, with corn the determining influence in the coun- 
try's growth and development. It betrayed the Indians; it made possible the tobacco 
trade and slave economy of the South; it protected New England for its fish and fur 
trade; it conditioned sectional differences; it made possible exploration, pioneering 
and expansion and the feeding of a growing people; it promoted the creation of towns 
around the mill. Culture and the influence of corn, in cookery, in legend, in story. 
A thesis made to include much of interest, history, economics, society. It seems a 
bit forced at times, the "thesis" spun a bit thin. But much of it is worth reading. 
Should have supplementary value in progressive schools' approach to history and geog- 





raphy. ! $3.00 
September J€~ 9% | 

Griscom, Lloyd C. DIPLOMATICALLY SPEAKING Little, Brown 

. On two counts, this book should have a wide appeal:-first, because it is thor- 


oughly entertaining reading and a vigorous picture of the old school of diplomacy; 
second, because Griscom immortalizes countries, people and ways of life that we may 
never see again. A frank story of a career diplomat, who traces his experiences from 
his secretaryship under Ambassador Bayard in London, to his more impressive appoint- 
ments to Turkey and Persia, Japan, Brazil and Italy. Finally, his special assignment, 
during the first world war, es Pershing's "personal ambassador" to London. His is a 
story of kings, diplomats, business leaders - » life very different from the pressure 
diplomacy of recent years. Gossip - in its finest sense - and good reading. $3.50 


September ?? 


Dempsey, Jack (in collaboration with ROUND BY ROUND Whittlesey 
Myron W. Stearns) 


Of particular interest to fight fans, this honest, though surface, biography 
of an ex-champion. The details of his early years, poverty, mining, ditch digging - 
Sustained by an ambition to be a champion and to have wealth, these are more interest-— 
ing than the record of the years following his win over Willard in 1919. Constant 
fighting and no progress until Kerns took him in hand; how his first year as champion 
brought him only embarrassment and unhappiness; he learned to achieve popularity. His 
estimate of himself is modest, his tributes to the men he fought are sportsmanlike. 
There is a glossing over of the personal side, ~- the break with Kerns, his marriages 
and divorces, but there is a lot about prize fighting and the technicalities of his car- 
eer. Plus sale for older boys interested in the fighting game. Sporting circle mar- 
ket chiefly. $2.50 
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A Handful of Late Arrivals 


Spencer, Herbert THE MAN VERSUS THE STATE Caxton 
Albert Jay hock has arranged for publication those essays of Herbert 

Spencer which develop his theory of the danger in the march of Statism and the de- 

cline of the individual. Written before 1685, they are singularly apt as summing 

up the course of british and American State collectivist movements, and might well 

serve as a basic platform in defence of the rights of the individual. Nock, in his 

introduction, has linked the essays with today's problems; reenforcing Spencer's place 


as a social philosopher, an interpreter whose scientific findings are still apt today. 
$2.00 


Blunt, Betty Bacon BET IT'S A BOY Stephen Daye 
A Cider Press Book 


In pictures only, but not a word is needed. from the moment of break- 
ing the news to hubby, to the final proud achievement, through the disillusionment, 
embarrassment, discomfort, excitement, boredom and adventure of pregnancy. No one 
has ever dared be flippant in respect to the "mothers-to-be" — and this is the per- 


fect antidote for the younp woman who takes her "interesting condition” too serious- 
ly. . $1.00 


Brion, Marcel MICHELANGELO Greystone 


There is a flash of real feeling for the place of the artist in this 
otherwise not particularly original biography of perhaps the greatest artist that 
ever lived. An interpretative account of his life and works, following routine knowl- 
edge of the facts of his life, bringing in something of the background against which 
he lived, the conflict between pagan and Christian, the influence of Savonarola. He 
touches lightly on suspicions of homosexuality, but makes nothing of it. Thoroughly 
readable. $3.50 
Hessel, F. Ae & Me Se & CHEMISTRY IN WARFARE Hastings House 
Martin, Wellford 


The authors have not taken advantage of the opportunity to paint their 
story in lurid colors, with anecdotes and personal experience from the present war. 
Instead, they have presented the case of chemistry, as a factor in warfare, with re- 
straint, caution and sufficient emphasis to drive home their points. The practical 
aspects of the place chemistry holds in the present emergency, against an historical 
background df the hows, whens and wheres chemistry has contributed to modern war. 
Chemistry is industrial America'ts first line of defence, and it enters every phase 
of war, -— feeding, clothing, shelter, protection, transportation and weapons, not to 
Speak of the obvious value in medicine and disinfectants. The machines of warfare, 
the man-made man killers, the crucibles of death - all step-children of chemistry 
as a constructive force. Finally, a cautious survey of the probabilities of chem- 
istry in the present war, and an appraisal of the extent to which we are prepared to 
produce almost everything we need for modern chemical warfare, with only two raw ma- 
terials in insufficient quantity. The authors combine practical experience both in 
chemistry and the army. $2.00 


Drummond, Ruth A WOMAN FACES THE WAR Kinsey 


A group of letters, some of which appeared in the L.H.J., written by a 
woman living in Bedford, England, from the time of the September crisis (1939) through 
the conquests of Poland, Finland, Denmark down to the present. The letters show the 
effects of war on the civilian front, as Mrs. Drummond combats rising panic and loss 
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of courage. This is a job for every wife and mother. She tells how she protects her 
four children, how she sustains a sense of security, how she copes with a vastly 
changed way of living, how she solves the new problems of the home. Evacuees, refu- 
pees, air raids, rationing, gas masks - all these details make intimate, poignant 
readiny. Mrs. Drummond is wise and courayeous, her children are most engaging. But - 
does the public want to see how people on the field of war are living? So far, it 


seems note But it will come, 21. 50 


Neill, xumphrey Ek. UNDERSTANDING AMEKICAN BUSINESS Macmillan 


Really a text book, but with content of value to youth in search of an 
entering wedge to the business world. basic facts about business as such; its evo- 
lution through money, transportation, communication. Profit the yardstick. Organ- 
ization and financial set-up. The stock markets and the commodity markets. Insur- 
ance, credit, etc. The last part of the book deals with types of modern business 
orpanization, from manufacturing and distribution to agriculture, professions and 
entertainment, all nandled from his angle - "the what of business as contrasted with 

$2.50 


the whi y' . 
Fenwick, Charles G. AMERICAN NEUTRALITY: TRIAL AND FAILURE NeY. University 


[This is too important a book, at this moment, to overlook, though we did 
not have it ahead of publication sufficiently long to give you advance news of it. 
Professor Fenwick (Political Science, Eryn Mawr), covers the whole panorama of U.S. 
attempts to establish some basis for neutrality - and the failure today. He gives the 
historical background, the various precedents, law - and experience. He outlines the 
legislation and counter legislation - and failure. He develops the philosophy of 
neutrality, as it has changed since the World War. He outlines various illustrative 
steps of the way, a "series of logical inconsistencies and legal contradictions". 
nis criticism is levied towards that type of neutrality that stays aloof from coopera- 
tive preventive measures, and in that category he puts the U.S. for the past 20 years. 
The appendix includes three documents of vital importance in understanding present 
conditions, - the Proclamation of Neutrality, The Neutrality Act of 1939 and the 
Declaration of Panama. A study of this book will give everyone who reads it a basis 
for intelligent comment and understanding of the fog of confusion in which we find our- 
selves. Dr. Fenwick is now serving on the Inter—American Committee at Rio de Janeiro. 

$2. 50 


Bender, George h. VHE CHALLENGE OF 1940 Putnam 


This is a particularly appropriate moment to write the report onthis book, 
for the radio across the court - and in the room near by, is bleating out the third 
ballot roll call of the Republican Convention. It seems to support the feeling that 
all political platforms and political conventions are just so much eyewash, all rhet- 
oric, nothing concrete, nothing which can be realistically set in action. Bender, U.S. 
Congressman at large frrom Ohio, takes up the gauntlet, claims that democracy can be 
made to work, that freedom can be preserved, providing the kepublican Party is brought 
in as economic and political repairman. He decries the debt, unemployment, decline in 
morale of the past seven and a half years. He attacks the alpnabetical innovations, 
inveighs against the ew Deal in failing to solve labor's problems, agriculture's probe 
lems, unemployment. for the solution only one candidate can provide the cure — Senator 
laft. What his programme is he outlines etheréally and theoretically. The book sus- 
tains justifiably the attack and criticism of Roosevelt; but it doesn't offer any reas-— 
on for believing that the other side can do better. At the moment I feel:- "A plague ( 
on both your houses", $1.00 
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Coward McCann 


Tracy, M.E.— NEW WORLD CHALLENGE TO IMPERIALISM- from $3.75 to $3.50 239 
Crowell 
Bliss, H.C.— HONORABLE GOAT- (J) Definite date 68/20 275 
Holberg, Re— THE BELLS OF AMSTERDAM (J)- Definite date 8/20 275 
Lovelace, M.H.— BETSY TACY (J)- Price from $2.00 to $1.75- Definite 
date 8/27 274 
Tharp, L.H.— TORY HOLE (J)- Definite date 9/17 275 
Doubleday, Doran | 
Fenton, C.L. & M.A»«— THE ROCK BOOK- Price from $5.00 to $6.00 252 & 208 
Flynn, John T.- COUNTRY SQUIRE IN THE WHITE HOUSE-—Definite date 7/1 262 
Justus, Me—- MR. SONGCATCHER (J)— Change title to MR. SONGCATCHER AND 
COMPANY 277 
Leighton, E.W.— THE SECRETARY'S HANDBOOK AND OFFICE MANUAL- from 8/23 
to 7/26 266 
Voska & Irwin- SPY AND COUNTERSPY- from 8/9 to 9/6 265 
Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
MacLeish, Archibald- THE IRRESPONSIBLES— from 7/? to 8/16 262 
Houghton Mifflin 
Buchan, John- PILGRIM'S WAY- Price from $3.50 to $3.00 261 
De Vries, P.— BUT WHO WAKES THE BUGLER?- Price from $2.50 to $2.00 232 
Todd, H.e— 4 MAN NAMED GRANT- Price from $3,00 to $3.50 205 
Lippincott 
Tomasi, M.— DEEP GROW THE ROOTS-— from 8/28 to 10/9 258 
Longmans Green 
Bolton, I.—- LUCK OF SCOTLAND (J)- Definite date 8/14 278 
Thompson, M.W.— BLUE HORIZON (J)- Definite date 8/21 280 
Penn 
Heath, E.A.— GALLANT FRAUD- from 7/12 to 7/19 261 
Simon & Schuster ; 
Ripperger, H.— A HOME OF YOUR OWN- Postponed to 8/15 241 
Stokes 
Hoffmann, E.— A CAT OF PARIS (J)-— Price from $1.50 to $1.75. Note 
correct spelling of author's name. 276 
Viking 
Huberman, Le—- AMERICA INCORPORATED- Definite date 7/22 262 
Werfel, F.— EMBEZZLED HEAVEN~ Postponed to ? 199 
THE NEW YORK OFFICE CALENDAR -— JULY 15TH TO AUGUST 15ST 
July 15- Corbin, John- TWO FRONTIERS OF FREEDOM (Scribner) 290 
Watkin, L.-— GEESE IN THE FORUM (Knopf) 233 
July 18- Rutledge, Brett- THE DEATH OF LORD HAW HAW (Random House) 259 
July 19- Curran, Dale- PIANO IN THE BAND (Reynal & Hitchcock) 234 
July 22- Cerf & Moriarty~ Eds.- BEDSIDE BOOK OF FAMOUS BRITISH STORIES 
(Random House) 255 
Wildes, Harry Emerson- THE DELAWARE (Farrar & Rinehart) 265 
July 24- Dresser, Davis~ DEATH RIDES THE PECOS (Morrow) 237 
Forester, C.S.- TO THE INDIAS (Little, Brown) 199 - 
Gardner, Erle Stanley~ THE D.A. GOES TO TRIAL (Morrow) 218 
July 25- Struther, Jan~ MRS. MINIVER (Harcourt Brace)- August Dual Selection 
of the Book of the Month Club 254 
July 26- Bailey, H.C.-— MR. FORTUNE HERE (Doubleday, Doran) 204 
Smith, Lady Eleanor- LOVERS' MEETING (Doubleday, Doran) 236 
July 30- Hager, Alice Rogers- WINGS OVER THE AMERICAS (Macmillan) 292 
July ??- Rumsey, A.- WHEN THE BOUGH BREAKS (Simon & Schuster) 231 





Tilton, Alice- THE LEFT LEG (Norton) 
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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Vol. VIII 


Lilly, Jean A HUNDRED TUFTYS Dutton 


This is just another of those toy stories that I could get along without, 
but if a sugar-coated pill is needed for the youngster who doesn't like to have a 
photograph taken, here it is. Mildly amusing, text and pictures. (6/21) $1.50 


Rox, Henry BANANA CIRCUS Putnam 


* Adults will get as much entertainment out of this original photographic 
stunt book as children will - and that's saying a lot. All the characters are made 
from bananas, cut and balanced in extraordinary likeness to circus acrobats, tight 
rope walkers, trained seals, bareback riders, human (banana) projectiles, et al. Rox 
did aspread of fruit and vegetable photography for Life; now comes this book to prove 
how flexible is this unique medium. Well-keyed text by Margaret Fisher. (9/13) $1.50 


Fischer, Marjorie THE DOG CANTBARK Random House 


Story of a small white pup who had never had a chance to learn to bark, 
in a family of musicians, and who had quite a problem when he went out into normal 
life. It took dire emergency for him to discover his own prowess. The Roger Duvoisin 


pictures are enchanting, very modern, amusing and characteristic of his genius. (7/16) 
$2.00 


Bannerman, Helen THE STORY OF THE TEASING MONKEY Stokes 


The author of Little Black Sambo has not lost her faculty for telling a 
real story, with a surprise twist, and making her jungle creatures take on personality. 
The lions and the bear try to fatten the monkey for their own ends, but he gets bored 
with bananas. Finally, greed almost caught up with him — and did catch up with them. 
In format, the book follows the others in the series. Stocking size. (9/9) $ .75 


Lindman, May FLICKA, RICKA, DICKA AND THE GIRL NEXT DOOR Whitman 


Sequel to Flicka, Ricka, Dick@dand the Spotted Dresses, in which the fun of 
having the right clothes to play in is the central idea. It takes a little girl next 
door, whose good times are spoiled by wearing only good clothes, to bring it home to 
the three little Swedish children. Some inconsistencies in text and pictures may 
worry very practical children. (Published). $1.00 


INEXPENSIVE REPRINTS 
Peary, Marie Agnighito LITTLE TOOKTOO Morrow 


This story of Santa Claus’ youngest reindeer is now available in a cheaper 
edition, with Kurt Wiese illustrations. I'd forgotten what a cunning story it is, and 














how perfectly it carries out the real spirit of Christmas. (8/21) ~ $1.00 ~~ 
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FIRST STEPS IW READING - Story Books 


knight, Marjorie ALEXANDER'S BIRTHDAY Dutton 


Alexander was the toy horse with the blue spots, whom you met in Alexander's 
Christmas Eve, and he is just as arrogant, and just as warm-hearted underneath in these 
new adventures. Penney, the Scotch guardsman, and Aloysius the toy clown, are loyal 
followers, and together they set out to visit Santa Claus for Alexander's birthday. 
They have adventures en route, but with the help of the birds, they arrive. This is 
a good Christmas item, so put it down for holiday sale. Nice pictures by Howard Simon. 
(Published) $1.50 


Robinson, Gertrude BRINGING UP RAFFLES Dutton 


* I think this is one of the nicest dog stories for beginning readers (2nd 
or 3rd graders) that has come along for ages. It is the story of how a Newfoundland 
took a cocker puppy under his tutelage, and taught him how well-trained dogs should 
behave. By the author of Sachtm Bird and Chee Chee's Brother. (7/29) $1.50 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (6 and up) 


Tregarthen, Enys PISKEY FOLK John Day 


This has a double market. First, probably, it has definite value for 
adults interested in legend and folklore, for it is a collection of Cornish legends, 
distinctive and unusual. And some of the material was published in various places by 
Enys Tregarthen some time ago, and has only now been unearthed and put together by 
Elizabeth Yates. Its second market is for reading aloud and for story telling to young- 
sters, particularly those who like stories of gnomes and goblins, of brownies and pix- 
ies and wee folk. Here they are seen as part of all aspects of life, unseen by most 
mortals, but familiars of some, and constantly helping or making mischief. I found 
them quite delightful reading. The book will be illustrated by photographs of the 
sections of Cornwall appropriate to the legends. Approach through sympathetic adult. 


(8/8) $2.25 
Gibson, Katherine JOCK'S CASTLE Longmans, Green 
* Remember Cinders? Well this is of a piece with that - Katherine Gibson 


Spins her own special kind of fairy tales. This one has kings and princes incognito, 
a dusty miller, a tinker and his family, a Cinderella girl, an old castle on the Welsh 


border, and a good humanitarian twist to it all. Illustrated by Vera Brock. (9/11) 


STORY BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 


Lynch, Patricia THE GREY GOOSE OF KILNEVIN Dutton 


If you liked The Turf Cutter'’s Donkey books, you'll like this. Patricia 
Lynch has a gift for weaving a story, for combining adventure and real boys and girls 
with characters that are just over the border of fairyland, and with strange places 
that she gives the semblance of truth. A grey goose, Betsy and Fergus - the fair and 
the market place - a glittering castle and a cabin in the woods, a ballad singer and 
an apple woman combine to make hosts more friends for Patricia Lynch. Pictures in char- 
acter with the story, drawn by Sean Keating, a distinguished Irish artist. (7/15) $2.00 
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Atwater, Claire Nelson MANOEL Longmans, Green 










This is a story of modern Portugal, where the people are no longer brave 
explorers, but still earn an honest living from the sea, though they are having to g0 
farther away to get their fish. Manoel knew no other place than his village - so the 
visit to kinsfolk in Lisbon brought strange adventures, while his father went to the 
Banks with the fleet. Manoel - and his mischief making dog, Gama, earned money on 
their own to help rebuild the shattered fishing boat back home. There isn't very much 
suspense, nor much real plot, but there is the feel of Portugal in the background. A 
beautiful book, but almost too artistic for the average child, with the buff tinted 
pages and the pictures in soft browns by Theresa Kalab. (8/21) $2.00 











Streatfeild, Noel THE SECRET OF THE LODGE Random House 





Mystery story, without any horrors, but with its share of suspense. The 
period is fairly current - dictators, unrest in Balkan states play their part. Four 
English children, with parents in India, go for the holidays to an unknown step-uncle 
in Cornwall, and stumble on a mysterious lodger in a forbidden spot on the place. 
They take their courage in hand and brave the unknown, and find the kidnapped young 
king of the imaginary Balkan kingdom. Readable tale, well told. Illustrated. (7/16) 

$2.00 
























Be 
Emerson, Caroline D. THE MAGIC TUNNEL Stokes i 
P 





This may be an ingenious way to give a picture of child life in New 
Amsterdam of Peter Stuyvesant's days, but I confess that it does not seem to me a whol- 
ly successful blend of realism and fantasy. Two youngsters, eight and ten, set off by 
&. subway to see the Aquarium and the Battery - and find themselves translated back to q 
New Amsterdam, in the shoes - literally - of two Dutch children. Their misadventures 
might have caused a deal of speculation among their hosts. Illustrated by Raymond 
Lufkin. (9/9) $1.75 


FACT BOOKS FOR THE 9 - 12's 


Edwards, Dorothy Lee OSCAR THE BUSINESS RABBIT Dutton 


Fo aca 


* This is told as a true story, but seems almost incredible. Oscar is a 
Belgian hare, whose early life was spent in a: business office, and who much prefers 
that sort of life to the ease of the suburban back yard. He has created his own niche 
of usefulness for the Corubia Daylight Lamp Co. in New York, and is a well-known fig- 
ure to customers and neighborhood. Actual photographs by Carroll Snell bear this out. 
And the author, Miss Edwards, is editor of the Junior Natural History Magazine. (7/15) 
$1.25 
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FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS - Fiction 





Rutherford, Anworth BOTTLE OF DUST Caxton 


A mystery adventure story, of an unfinished will and of rumored gold dust 
in a buried bottle. Two boys, cousins, one of them heir to the missing bottle, set 
out to solve the mystery, going up into the hills of Idaho. Many misadventures pur- 

& sued them before persistence and good luck played into their hands. Good enough yarn, 
but rather amateurish in the telling. (Published) $2.00 
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Carr, Mary Jane YOUNG MAC OF FORT VANCOUVER Crowell 


* The period is 1832 — the setting, Fort Vancouver, state of Washington. A 
Scotch-Indian boy is sent by his Indian mother to take up his heritage in the outside 
world, and to get his training at the fort. He is homesick for the wilds, he has no 
ambition beyond being a voyageur. But little by little he conquers his fears of the 

world and finds that it holds something for him. Lots of incident and a well inte— 

grated plot, against an authentic historical and factual background of a period when 
British, Russian and Indian influences crossed staves with American. Illustrated in 


four colors and in line by Richard Holberg. (Junior Literary Guild selection) (9/3) 
$2.00 


Von Tempski, Armine PAM'S PARADISE RANCH Dodd, Mead 


* x A delightful story of ranch life in Hawaii, a story in which two girls, 
Pam, who had never lived anywhere else, and Emily, who had been brought up by a strict 
aunt in Boston, share the experiences a year of joy and sorrow bring them. Ranching 
at its most dramatic; trips through sections of Hawaii rarely experienced in books; 
and a good deal of background detail of native life offset the somewhat too lush and 
luxurious aspects of the tale. The plot hinges on the peril that hangs over them of 
losing the ranch to a rich American. At the end Maun Loa effects two cures. Paul 
Brown pictures put the finishing touch to a grand book. (8/20) — $2.00 


Abbott, Jane CLO Lippincott 


Palatable and convincing story of two children, boy and girl, and their 
problems in adjusting themselves to the beautiful mother who had been abroad for seven 
years, while they were brought up by relatives in a small town. They dread her inter- 
ference with their old relationships and it takes sympathetic understanding on her part 
to win their confidence. (9/1}) $2.00 


Long, Laura WITHOUT VALOUR Longmans, Green 


The author of Hannah Courageous (which dealt with Underground Railroad prob- 
lems), has written another Civil War story, this time a story of the inner struggle be- 
tween the Copperheads and the Unionists, in border states, where the war was made more 
bitter by doubt as to closest friends and members of one's family. The young hero of 
the tale is the son of the miller, an officer in the Union army, and he is called upon 
to prove his courage and his loyalty many times. Good adventure, and good historical 
data. Miss Long writes easily and tells a good story. , $2.00 


Newcombe, Covelle BLACK FIRE: A Story of Henri Christophe Longmans, Green 


Fictionized account of the black king of Haiti, born a slave, who dreamed 
of freedom for his country and his people - and for a time achieved it. The version 
of his early life which tells of his being sold and resold - first to a ship captain, 
then to an innkeeper - is the one followed; his tyranny is minimized, his ideals 
stressed, and his flamboyant pretensions to grandeur are taken seriously. His amazing 
achievements are stressed, and the whole emerges as a sympathetic picture. (9/4) $2.50 


Hunt, Mabel Leigh MICHEL'S ISLAND Stokes 


What Loon Feather is for adult readers, Michel's Island is for their jun- 
iors. For here isa fine story of a boy, part Indian, part French, and of the warring of 
the two parts within him. Of his love for his home, the island at the heart of the 
Great Lakes, Michilimackinac. Of life there, around 1800 when the voyageurs, the fur 
traders helped make a new country. Plenty of adventure, against a background of life 
in that place and time, culminating in Michel's choice of his island and the calling 
to be medicine man for his people. Illustrated by Kate Seredy. (9/9) $1.75 
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FOR THE 12 to 15 YEAR OLDS 
Non-fictton 


van Arsdale, May B. & MANNERS NOW AND THEN Harcourt, Brace 
Lingenfelter, Mary Rebecca 


* This is a new and interesting approach to the problem of etiquette. In- 
stead of taking one facet after another of good manners and good form, the authors 
have dug out of history, ancient and modern, the sources of custom and usage. The 
philosophy of good manners and their roots in expediency make the actual data on hows 
and why specific but not too obviously the end and aim of the book. The comic sketch- 
es by Fred Cooper do not, I feel, strike quite the right note. (8/8) $2.00 


McCreery, James Lindsay EXPLORING THE EARTH AND ITS LIFE IN A Stokes 
NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM 


This is a new edition of a book which forms the ideal introduction to 
natural history for the city child who has access to a museum, and not to the world 
of nature at first hand. New edition, revised and up to date. Indexed. (9/9) $2.50 


ADIILT BOOKS FOR OLDER BOYS AND GIRLS 


Halliburton, Richard HIS STORY OF HIS LIFE'S ADVENTURES Bobbs—Merrill 


From letters and a continuity supplied by the editors, this autobiography 
of the author of Royal Road to Romance gives a warmly human, glamorous story of a 
dramatic career. One gets to know him first hand, from checkered school days, in- 
terrupted by running away to be a sailor and tramping through Central Europe; and | 
from that time on a victim to the spur of restlessness and a yen for adventure, un- q 
til the last word came of storm at sea and decks awash. FPully illustrated. (For com- 


plete report see June 15th bulletin, page 261.) (Published) |. $3.75 
Van Loon, Hendrik Willem THE STORY OF THE PACIFIC Harcourt, Brace 
Riesenberg, Felix THE PACIFIC OCEAN Whittlesey 


(Double report on these titles on page 261.) Briefly, the Van Loon is 
the more dramatic, the more colorful, but not a consistent chronological record. Rath— 
er is it a collection of bits of lore and legend, dramatic personalities, thrilling 
episodes in exploration and travel and colonization. The Riesenberg fills in the gaps, 
fits the personalities into their niches, historically, and gives both history and 
biography more of the flavor of the navigator. Read them both. (June and July) 
Each $3.00 


/ 
Demaison, Andre THE NEW NOAH'S ARK Macmillan 


A good yarn of a young Frenchman's experiences collecting wild animals on 
the Ivory Coast. Tall tales, true and false; odd characters, near encounters with 
death, shipwreck, and a grand collection of animal stories. (See page 263 for full 
report.} (July 9) $2. 50 


FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS 


Tobitt, Janet E. & THE SAUCY SAILOR Dutton 
White, Alice M G. 





Dramatized ballads, complementing the authors' previous books. Histori- 
cal backggound, details of music, costume, setting and methods of dramatization. An 
unusual cqllection, offering variety for various purposes — schools, clubs, etc. $2.00 
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